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A 1'Iessage FroID The President
Tile ;Hailing List is to be Revised
It has been brought to my attention that we
currently have a high number of delinquent
dues-payers on our association membership
roster. This is not a new problem. Back in
1949 Octofoil Editor Paul Plunkett turned
over the entire front page to Secretary
Charlie Tingley for one issue to plea for the
3000 "deadbeats" to pay up or be dropped
from the roster. The then President Don
Clarke added his two cents worth to an inside
editorial -.:olumn. It is not known how successful their pleas turned out.
Those 3000 were only three years behind
at most and the dues were then only three
dollars per year. Today's printing and mailing
costs are much higher than in 1949. At that
time we also had a larger membership. In the
summer of 1945 when our association was
formed in Bavaria, about 9000 charter members were signed up at ten dollars each. That
amount included one year's dues, plus a copy
of the Division's 406 page history book,
"Eight Stars to Victory", which was subsequently published and distributed in 1948.
Many of our charter members probably
still remember that time in Bavaria when
they got paid on a certain payday in the
orderly room and were asked, coerced or
"arm twisted" to give back ten dollars for the

new Ninth Infantry Division Association.
Your higher math, or simple arithmetic, will
tell you how much came together at that
time.
January
2003
our
current
In
Secretary/Treasurer Joe Killen removed from
the roster those who were 10 years or more
behind in the payment of dues. It is now recommended that the Secretary/Treasurer
remove from the roster those who are delinquent five years and beyond. Therefore,
those delinquents will receive this
November-December 2003 Octofoil as their
last copy. The suggested goal is to bring the
delinquency down to only three years by
May 2004 in time for our 59th reunion. The
Secretary/Treasurer will continue to take into
consideration individual hardship cases as in
the past. Also, this trimming of the roster
does not affect our widows and life members.
Many of these individuals have made regular
or periodic donations to the association.
During the coming year, I hope to see as
many of you as are able ~o travel to join us at
Kutsher's Country Club Resort Hotel,
Monticello, NY on May 10-13, 2004 for our
59th annual reunion. Now as we end another
year, may I extend to all our members and
their families my best wishes for a very
blessed holiday season.

The Woreester ~lelDoriai Week-End
as seen by the NINID RECON
Rose and I were Fortunate to attend another Memorial Week-End in Worcester. We
have missed only three of them since we first
began attending 40 years ago in 1963.
Through the years we have gathered sad,
happy and even humorous memories that will
remain for as long as we live. As with everything else, we knO\v that one day these
Memorial Week-ends will come to an end.
The hand writing is already on the wall. With
each passing year it takes a little more effort
to make that journey. I haven't fully recovered from the surgery a year ago and I don't
know if I ever will. The sad part is that many
are worse off than I am and the turnout is getting smaller. This year there vvasn't enough
Officers and Board members present to hold
a regular Board Meeting. (Editor's note:
There was no Board Meeting scheduled for
the weekend.)
Despite all this, it was good to see everyone
who was able to make that pilgrimage.
Praying together and remembering those
vvhom we left behind and everyone who has
passed uvvay since then was the real purpose
of being there. Before Mass, we were down in
the basement once again which was the original Father Conners' Coffee Shop. An old
faithful parishioner served us some good coffee and cake while we talked about the times
when there were wall to wall people in attendance. A young priest came down and introduced himself as the new Pastor of the
Immaculate Conception Church. Rev.
William E. Champlin made us feel at home
just the vvay Father Conners did. Father Bill
has replaced the late Msgr. Thomas J.
Needham who otTered many Memorial
Masses in the past. It was a year ago that the
Msgr. passed away so suddenly. He will
always be remembered along with Father
Conners.
At the 10:00 O'clock Memorial Mass, the
vacant pews here and there reminded us of a

time when the parishioners were encouraged
to attend the other Mass to make room for
Father Conners' family. (That's what he
called us.) They came from all over the country and the church was completely filled.
Now, on this occasion there was room for
everyone with plenty to spare. The Colors
were posted with an impressive ceremony.
The Mass was offered for our departed. The
singing of "God Bless America" and
"America, The Beautiful" was led by a fine
choir. The Bugler blew "Taps" and the color
guard retired the Colors to conclude the
solemn church service.
The usual outdoor Memorial Program was
held at the Memorial site facing Gold Star
Blvd. A few well chosen words were spoken
by Herb Olsen, Joe Killen and Father
Champlin. There was a light mist coming
down, or was it Father Conners giving Father
Bill a helping hand by sprinkling us with
Holy Water from Heaven. After all, that's
what Father Conners said himself about
Father Murphy when we got a good soaking
during the Memorial back in 1965.
Everyone returned to the Holiday Inn for
the final event of the Memorial Week-end.
There were about 50 of us at the Luncheon.
The Program that followed was unusually
brief. By 2:15 we were having our final
farewells with all our friends. I had a chance
to thank Herb Olsen for his etTort in getting
us together again. To Joe Killen we expressed
our appreciation for the good job that he's
doing and a special thanks for the extra
Octofoils which will be put to good use. And
to our great friends, Henry and Theresa we'll
never be able to thank them enough for all
their kindness through the years
It rained and the traffic was heavy as we
headed for our destination for the night.
However, by the time we got past Springfield
it cleared up pretty good and we made it to

(Continued on Page 3)

KUTSHER'S COUNTRY CLUB RESORT HOTEL
OUR REUNION HEADQUARTERS

Our Reunion
(With apologies to author Raehel Firth)
The flowers are in bloom and the calendar announces that Spring is in the air.
But the body whispers that we are truly in the Autumn of our years.
To the appointed meeting place, the old warriors journey
Like Pilgrims, drifting across the land they fought so hard to preserve.
Where they meet is not important anymore. They meet and that's enough for now.
Greetings echo across the Kutsher's lobby.
Hands reach out and arms draw buddies close. Embraces, that as young men
they were too uncomfortable to give, too shy to accept so lovingly.
But deep within these warm Autumn days, they have reached a greater understanding
of life and love. The shells holding their souls are weaker now.
But hearts and minds grow vigorous, remembering.
On a table someone spreads old photographs, a test of recollection. And friendly laughter
echoes at shocks of hair gone gray or white, or merely gone. The rugged slender
bodies lost forever. Yet they no longer need to prove their strength.
Some are now sustained by one of "medicine's miracles" and even in this fact, they
manage to find humor. The women, all those that waited, all those who loved them, have
watched the changes take place. Now they observe and listen, and smile at each other, as
glad to be together as the men.
Talk turns to war and ships and foreign lands. Stories are told and told again, reweaving the
threadbare fabricate of the past. Mending one more time the banner of their youth.
Dead comrades, hearing their names spoken, wanting to share in this time, if only in spirit,
move silently among them. Their presence is felt and smiles appear beneath misty eyes.
Each, in his own way may wonder who will be absent in another year. The room grows
quiet for a time.
Suddenly an ember flames to life. Another memory burns. The talk may turn to other wars
and other men, and of futility. So this is how it goes. The past is so much present. In their
ceremonies, the allegiances, the speeches and the prayers, one cannot help but hear the deep
eternal love of country they will forever share.
Finally it is time to leave. Much too soon to set aside this little piece of yesterday, but the past
cannot be held too long, for it is fragile.
They say "Farewell" - - - "See you another year, God willing." Each keeps a little of the others with him forever.
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OUR 59th ANNUAL REUNION
Monday to Thursday - May 10 to 13, 2004

OCTOFOIL

at

224 North Grove Street, Valley Stream, NY 11580
Editor: Joe Killen • Editor Emeritus: Dan Quinn

KUTSHER'S
Country Club Resort Hotel, Monticello, New York 12701
Make all payments by CHECK ONLY payable to:
"59th Reunion 2004"

Board of Governors

National Officers
President
Elmer R. Wagner

2004
Gordon Anderson
Des Plaines, IL
Pete Radichio(R.I.P)
Hernando, FL
Tom Saunders
Redford, MI
Herb Stern
Houston, TX
Adolph Wadalavage
Ozone Park, NY
Edward V. Gill
Somers Point, NJ

Tom Hatton, 1st V.P.

Jack A. Collier, 2nd V. P.

Mail the completed Registration Form with the check to:
9th Inf. Div. Reunion '
224 North Grove Street, Valley Stream, NY 11580
Deposits of $50 per person will be accepted until April 1,2004. Reservations made after April 1, 2004
will be subject to room availability. Cancellations made up to 24 hours before the reunion are fully
refundable. Only checks cashed through the 9th Inf. Div. Assn. 's account will not be subject to sales
taxes as we are a tax exempt organization. Balance upon checking out of the hotel must also be payable
to "59th Reunion 2004". For more information call Joe Killen at (516) 561 - 7346.
(A photocopy of the Registration form may be used if you do not wish to cut up your Octofoil.)

9th Inf. Div. Assn. Room Reservations
May 10 to 13, 2004

2005
Charles LiBretto
Fairview, TX
Pat DeColIi
Philadelphia, PA
Elmer R. Wagner
Bay City, MI
George H. Brown
Toano, VA

Pat DeColli, 3rd V.P.

Dave Heller
Judge Advocate

Name

Send to:

Joe Killen, Secretary & Treasurer, 9th Infantry Division Association
224 North Grove Street, Valley Stream, N. Y. 11580
Enclosed please find dues for:
Serial No

.

Street Address

.
Zip

.

I was a member of:
Battery

.
Company

Regiment. . . . . . . . .. Other 9th Unit

.

I wish to sign up for the following:
Life Membership

a one time fee of $75.00

THREE - YEAR MEMBER
Regular Member per year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Sustaining Member
Memorial Donation
"
Ladies Auxiliary Member
Ninth Infantry Division Assn Decals..
Chapter to be designated:
Philadelphia - Delaware Valley
, ..Greater New York
Michigan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Illinois
Florida
New England
Texas and the Greater South West
New Jersey
Washington, DC and Mid-Atlantic

State

Telephone (Home)

(Bus.)

Yes, I would enjoy a GOLF OUTING

Please make checks payable to Ninth Infantry Division Association

State

City

Zip Code

_
_
--'-

Please state any special requests,

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

City

_

If Other than M/M, I will share with

Published five times yearly: July, October, December, February, and April by and for the
members of the Ninth Infantry Division Association.
News items, feature stories, photographs and art material from members will be appreciated.
every effort will be made to return photographs and art work in good condition.
An extract from the certificate of incorporation of the 9th Infantry Division Association read:
"This Association is formed by the officers and men of the 9th Infantry Division in order to
perpetuate the memory of our fallen comrades, to preserve the esprit de corps of the
Division, to assist in promoting an everlasting world peace exclusively by means of educational activities and to serve as an information bureau to former members of the 9th Infantry
Division.
Copy must be received on or before the 15th of each month of publication to guarantee publication on the 20th.
POST MASTER: Send address changes to 224 North Grove Street, Valley Stream, NY 11580.
Volume LVIII Number 5
Nov. - Dec., 2003

Name. . . . . .. .

_

Home Address

2006

Dan Quinn, Secretary Emeritus

_

9th Div. Unit (Regt., Co., Btry.,)

John Maloney
Bennington, VT
Albert Lubrano
Brick, NJ
William Robey
axon Hill, MD
Charles Van DerPoel
Jacksonville, FL
John Clouser
Gladstone, MI

Joe Killen, Secretary & Treasurer

_ Spouse's Name

".. $25.00
$10.00
.
.
$ 3.00
2 for $1.00
.
.
.
.
.

_
_

_

No, I do not care to join the golfers

_

ROOM RATES PER PERSON for our 3night stay which includes 9 full meals and gratuities for both
the Dining Room Staff and the Chambermaid Staff are:
ACCOMMODATIONS (Please Indicate)
SINGLE
DOUBLE
TRIPLE
_ _ Marquis (Ultra Deluxe)
$370.00
$295.00
$280.00
_ _ Tower (Super Deluxe)
340.00
275.00
260.00
_ _ 600 Section (Standard)
325.00
260.00
245.00
People who wish to stay ONE night only during the reunion can do so if space is available. The
ROOM RATE above divided by three plus $20 for the ONE night is the rate for this privilege.
Kutsher's will accommodate members who reside in the vicinity and wish to partake of meals with
the hotel guests. Visitor Meal Rates for Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner are reasonable and all visitors
must pass Kutsher's security checkpoint with Identification as requested.. For visitors who wish to
attend both the Cocktail Hour and the Banquet arrangements must be made with the hotel management on a strictly CASH basis.
TRANSPORTATION and DIRECTIONS
Public: Scheduled Short Line Bus Service from Port Authority Terminal in Manhattan to Monticello.
Charter Bus, Car Service, Private Limousine Service available. Call Kutsher's Service Desk for information.
Automobile: From New York City and Metropolitan Area: (2 Hours) George Washington Bridge to
New Jersey Palisades Parkway to New York State Thruway North. Proceed on Thruway to Exit 16
(Harriman) and proceed on Route 17 West to Exit 105B. Turn left at first traffic light on to ANAWANA
LAKE ROAD - three miles to Kutsher's.
From Long Island: Long Island Expressway West to Cross Island Parkway. North across the Whitestone
Bridge to Cross Bronx Expressway to Major Deegan Expressway North to N. Y.S. Thruway North to
Exit 16. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Southern New Jersey & Philadelphia: (3 hours from Phila.) New Jersey Turnpike to Exit II
Garden State Parkway North to New York State Thruway North. N. Y.S. Thruway to Exit 16and proceed on Route 17 West to Exit 105B. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Boston and New England States: (4 1/2 hours from Boston, 3 hours from Springfield) Mass.
Turnpike to Sturbridge Exit. Route 84 West to New York Exit 4W to Route 17 West to Extt 105B.
Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Allentown/Scranton, PA: Northeast Extension of Pennsylvania Turnpike North to Route 84
East to Exit 4 West. Take Route 17 West to Exit 105B. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Syracuse: Route 81 South to Binghamton. Take Route 17 East to Exit 105B. Follow directions
to Kutsher's as above.
From Buffalo/Rochester: New York State Thruway to Exit 36, Syracuse. Follow Syracuse directions
to Kutsher's as above.
BY AIR: From JFK Airport: Van Wyck Expressway to the Whitestone Bridge to Cross Bronx
Expressway to the Major Deegan Expressway North to N. Y.S. Thruway North to Exit 16. Take Route
17 West to Exit 105B. Turn left at first traffic light onto ANAWANA LAKE ROAD - three miles to
Kutsher's.
From LaGuardia Airport: Grand Central ParKway to the Triboro Bridge to Major Deegan Expressway
North to N. Y.S. Thruway North.. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Newark Airport: New Jersey Turnpike to Route 80 West to the Garden State Parkway North to
N. Y.S. Thruway North. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
From Stewart Int'l Airport: Leave airport and turn left. At first traffic light make a left. Take Route 84
west to Binghamton Exit. Take Route 17 West to Exit 105B. Follow directions to Kutsher's as above.
Car Rentals: Major car rental agencies are located at all New York Airports and Stewart Airport.
Driving time from Stewart Airport to Kutsher's is approximately 50 minutes.
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Remembering the Memorial Fund and their buddies who have answered their
last Roll Call, we thank the following members and friends.
Charles McLhinney in memory of
Clarence (Ed) Coombs, Co. E - 47th Inf.
and Ronald Y. Murphy, Co. C - 15th Eng.
Bn.
Frank S. Kowalik in memory of Benjamin
Murell, medic assigned to the 39th
Infantry.
William J. Rybka in memory of Newton
Fields, Headquarters Battery, 84th Field
Artillery Bn

Mrs. Antoinette Mastrangelo in memory
of her husband, Peter Mastrangelo of Co.
B - 47th Inf.
Mrs. Rose E. Richey in memory of her
husband, Tom L. Richey of Co. H - 60th
Inf.
Everett N. Tapp in memory of Michigan
Chapter member, Art Doering of Co. H 60th Inf.

John H. Losnes in memory of his buddy,
Jerry Strnad of Co. L - 39th InL

Mrs. Marietta A. Poulson in memory of
her husband, Robert D. Poulson of the
26th Field Artillery Battalion.

John Van Son in memory of all of the men
of Co. L - 39th Inf. who have gone on
before us.

Walter 1. Labaj in memory of all of the
men of the Medical Detachment with the
60th Infantry

Mrs. Loretta DeBell in memory of her
husband, Leonard M. DeBell, and his
Michigan
Chapter
buddies,
Ed
Wisniewski, Billie Martin, and Percy
Howe.,

John Bonkowski in memory of all of our
departed friends and loved ones.

Brig. Gen. Frank L. Gunn in memory of
his beloved wife, Jen Swayze Street Gunn.
George H. Brown in memory of Helen
Sarnocinski, wife of Ed Sarnocinski, B
Co.- 47th Inf. and Newton Fields, of Hq.
Btry. - 84th F.A. Bn.
Mrs. Marguerite E. Clark in memory of
her late husband, Alexander R. Clark of
the 34th Field Artillery Battalion.

Aldor and Vicky Cook in memory of Pete
Radichio of Co. B of the 9th Medical Bn.
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Ladies Corner
I read in the Octofoil that Julia Klimasz was glad that she finally joined the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Ninth Infantry Division Association. We need more like her. I hope that
she enjoyed the Lancaster Trip and our meeting with the speaker who informed all present on the customs of the local Amish people. Glad to have you aboard Julia.
How about the rest of you wives and daughters who attend the reunions? Come join
us at our meeting at Kutsher's in New York this year. Join in and be a part of the Ninth.
We could use your support. Time passes too quickly.
For awhile holiday time was just around the comer, and I was not even ready for
Thanksgiving. The days rushed on bye, and I wasn't ready for Christmas and Santa
either. Maybe I can be excused for not being ready as I have been working on some special projects. I am making baby quilts (All those little XXX's to sew) for three of my
grand-daughters who are all expecting around the same time. That will make me a Great
Grandmother of six. I know that these quilts are a labor of love, but, I'll tell you, my fingers are numb.
Between now and the reunion in May, maybe you can make an item to donate for
our Auxiliary table. We had a great response this past year, and we can donate to more
VA hospitals, and to our men's organization because of this. Can you help us out?
If you have anything to report, you can send it to me, or send it directly to the
Octofoil marked: c/o Ladies Corner.
To all of us, everywhere, I hope that you had a happy, healthy Christmas; and I wish
us all the very best of health for the coming New Year.
Jean Geary, Ladies Aux. President

Seeking
Co, K - 60th Inf.
Gail Eisenhauer

George Brown in memory of Pete Radichio.
Jack Eddy in memory of his good friend,
J.D. O'Rourke of the 60th Inf. and
Division Hq. Co.
Marge English in memory of Bernard J.
"Bernie" English.
Emery W. Berghorn in memory of his buddies of the 26th Field Artillery Bn.

Airport Information for Reunion Travelers
Thru STEWART INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

I am looking for anyone who might have known my Father, or known of him? His
name was John Charles Eisenhauer. He entered the Army at Jamaica, NY on January 16,
1941 and was immediately sent to Fort Bragg, NC to join the 9th Division. He married
his New York sweetheart, my Mother, in Dillion, SC on Feb. 7th, 1942. He shipped out
with Company K-60th Infantry Regiment to land in North Africa on my birthday.
He worked his way up to Staff Sgt. and was offered a Battlefield Commission. As a
Second Lieutenant, he remained in Co. K as a platoon leader until September 27,1944
when he was listed as MIA/KIA in the Huertgen Forest battles. I have recently learned
that his remains, including his dog tags were found in the vicinity of Zweifall, Germany
on April 12, 1948, almost three full years after the war had ended. He is buried in
Ardennes American Cemetery in Belgium.
If you have any recollections of my Father, no matter how small they may seem to
you, please contact me at the above address or call collect 2
or e-mail me at
. Thank you very much, Sincerely, Gail Eisenhauer

*******
For STEWART INTERNATIONALAIRPORT infonnation telephone: 1-(845) 564- 2100
These airlines service STEWART INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT . Their telephone numbers are
U.S. Airways Express (Connecting thru Philadelphia)
800-428- 4322
American Eagle (Connecting thru Chicago)
800-433-7300
Comair/Delta Connection (Connecting thru Cincinnati).. '
800-354- 9822
Southeast Airlines ( Direct flights to STEWART from Orlando,
St. Petersburg, and Ft. Lauderdale)
800-359- 7325

The Deadline for the submission of copy
for the next issue is
February 20th.
The Woreester MelDoriai Week-End
as seen by the NINDI RECON
the Albany, NY. area earlier than expected.
Since it was still daylight we decided to pass
Amsterdam where we usually stayed at the
Super Eight. We got as far as Herkimer
before dark and that gave us a good head start
in the morning. Monday was a nice day on
the road. When we got to the QueenstonLewiston Bridge we didn't spend an hour and
a half going into Canada as we did on the way
east. The crossing from Sarnia over the Blue
Water Bridge into Port Huron, MI took less
than 10 minutes. After enjoying a nice dinner
at one of our usual spots we were home
Monday at 5:30 PM.
All in all, it was a good trip considering that
it started on a sad note. We were to visit my

cousin and her husband in a convalescent
home outside of Springfield, MA. We were
informed that he passed away a week before
we left home. Our plans did not change, the
time that we spent with her did us all a lot of
good. As I mentioned in a previous letter, we
share many pleasant memories of years gone
bye.
With space running out, Rose joins me in
wishing everyone Blessed Christmas
Holidays and the very best in the New Year.
Sincerely,
John Bonkowski

Regimental Hq. - 60th Inf.
Rev. John P. Schmeling

I am seeking any information or remembrances about my Uncle who was KIA on 27
July 1944 while serving with the A and P platoon out of Headquarters Company. He was
Pfc. Lyle Otis Weinreis; but everyone called him "Stubby" or "Tiv".
On the fateful day, July 27th, he was working on a detail to place anti-tank mines
around the perimeter of the Regimental Headquarters area as a German counter attack
led by tanks was expected very shortly. A well placed sniper's round hit the mine that my
Uncle was carrying at the time. His close buddy, Ralph Pederson witnessed this event.
that took place in the vicinity of St. Lo.
If anybody remembers "Stubby" as the half-track driver, or in England or in France,
I would like to hear from you. My telephone number at home is (
Thanks,
John Schmeling

*******
Co. B - J5th Eng. Bn.
Thomas S. Lutz

Thank you for allowing me to put an announcement in the Octofoi!. The text follows: Tom Lutz, nephew of Charlie Uczkuronis, Pfc in the 3rd platoon of B Company
15th Engineer Combat Bn., would be interested in hearing from anyone who remembers
Charlie. Charlie was in the first draft in 1940 and returned to Pawtucket, RI after V-E
day. Charlie died in April 1962 without ever having been married; hence he has no lineal descendants. I placed information about Charlie in the WW II Memorial site. If this
info needs updating please let me know at
Thank you, Tom Lutz
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TAPS SOUNDED
o Lord support us all the day long
UntH the shadows lengthen and our work is done
Then in Thy Holy Mercy grant us a safe lodging
And a Holy Rest and Peace at last...

TAPS SOUNDED
Lloyd Fisher
Btry A -26th F. A. Bn.

Art Doering
Co. H- 60th Inf. Regt.

Sheldon B. Stoddard
34th F. A. Bn.

EugeneLandis
Co. H- 60th Inf. Regt.

Richard A. O'Connor
Btry B -84th F. A. Bn.

NicholasDogostino
Co. H- 60th Inf. Regt.

Peter Radichio
Co. B - 9th Medical Bn.

William S. Horton
Co. G- 60th Inf. Regt.

Brevard H. Day
9th Infantry Division

Charles R. Voss
9th Infantry Division

Guerine Dalessandro
9th Infantry Division

Joseph "Joe" Lightner
9th Infantry Division

Charlene Hoffman, daughter of
Charles Hoffman

Joseph Juck, nephew of
Adolph Wadalavage

Louis "Fred" Abbruzzese
9th Infantry Division

James William Edwards
Co. I - 60th Inf. Regt.

Robert Rucker
Co. K- 60th Inf. Regt.

Edward Prusek
60th Inf. Regt.

One of the last pictures of Pete Radichio showing his two loves, his wife
Marge and the Octofoil. Taken at the Lancaster reunion in April 2003. Photo
by Walter Victor.
Co. B - 9th Medical Bn.
Peter A. Radichio

Received Octofoil today. I thought I better notify you the last time I talked to you on
the phone you would list me in our newsletter.
Part of my problem is finished but still have more. My specialist took out of my lungs
over two and one-half liters of liquid, that's a lot. At this time I still have some liquid in
the same area. My next appointment is an oncology specialist so time will tell what he'll
do to remove water from area, probably a by pass tube. I will let you know when I visit
my next appointment. All is well. Thank you for my newsletter.
I'm going to enclose my nephew's address so will you mail him an Octofoil so he
can use the application with information required. Yours in Comradeship, Peter A.
Radichio, cheerio!
(Editor's Note: This was Pete's last letter. He passed away on November 14, 2003. We will miss
this energetic, exuberant, and eager volunteer who was always willing to serve in any capacity that
would benefit the Association. On behalf of the entire Association, we offer our condolences to his
wife, Marge, and to his family. Rest in peace, "Old-Timer", you are missed.)

Hq. Bltrv. - 84th F:A. Bn.
William J. Rybka

*******
I was grieved to learn, in the last issue of The Octofoil, of the death of Newton
Fields, an 84th F. A. Comrade and a dear friend. I want to thank Rev. Jeannie Higgins
for her beautiful letter, which served to inform all us 84th F. A. folks of our loss. Jeannie
is one of those special "Children of the 9th" that we have all come to love.
You will find enclosed my donation in memory of Newton fields. I would like to echo
Jeannie's thanks for the good work you do in continuing to publish The Octofoil. Laryce
and I always count on receiving and reading it from cover to cover! Also, knowing that
our Association is in a financial bind, I would like to suggest that all you "Old Reliables"
who paid for lifetime memberships, dig into your wallets and "renew" that membership
again. I did and was glad to do so. I consider my membership in our Association a bargain - at any price!
Sincerely, Bill Rybka

Co. H - 60th Inf.
Mrs. Jean Landis

I'm not sure if! already informed you of my husband's death Sept. 28, 2003. Eugene
was 80 years old. Do you need information to put this notice in your newspaper? He was
first gunner in the 81 millimeter mortar squad - 9th Division in Europe. He does have
several medals and recognitions. I can provide them if needed, or wanted. Thanks.
Sincerely, Mrs. Landis

*******
34th Field Artillerv Bn.
Tom Stoddard

*******
Mrs. Joseph Lightner
R.
I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Joseph Lightner's obituary. Could you please put it in
your report for The Octofoil paper. He was a life time member, but he was not active.
There are not too many originals left. He had been ill for some time. He always enjoyed
reading your paper until his eyesight went bad. Then I read it to him. I'll be watching for
it; as we read several other buddies who have gone on to a safer, happy world.
From the Altoona, PA Gazette
Joseph "Joe" Lightner
Joseph "Joe" Lightner, 87, of Box 448, Altoona RD 2, passed away Saturday,
Sept.27, 2003, at Van Zandt VA Medical Center after an extended illness. He was born
April 27, 1916 in Altoona. He married Helen Grove Jan. 30,1946 in Fredericksburg, VA.
Mr. Lightner was of the Mennonite faith. He was a self-employed landscaper. Mr.
Lightner attended Hollidaysburg High School.
He was in the U.S. Army during World War II. He took part in the campaigns of
Algeria-French Morocco, Tunisia, Sicily, Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes,
Rhineland, and Central Europe as a member of the 9th Infantry Division as a machine
gunner. He received the Good Conduct Medal, the EAME Service Medal with a Silver
Service Star and three Bronze Service Stars, one Bronze Arrowhead and the French
Fourigere.
Surviving are his wife, Helen; two sons and their wives, eight grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren. Also survived by three brothers, all of Altoona. Interment at Carson
Valley Cemetery.

*******

Please publish in your next available edition in the "Taps sounded" section the passing of my father Sheldon B. Stoddard. Dad passed away at home on his 89th birthday,
September 25, 2003 after a very short illness.
Dad was a long time member of the 9th Division Association. During the entireof
WW II he was a member of the 34th FA BN. Many of his fondest stories were of his
friendships with men of the 9th Division, and then the many joyful reunions in the post
war years.
At the same time please discontinue The Octofoil to the above address in his name.
Sincerely, Tom Stoddard

*******
9th Q. M. Co.
Floyd Hennessey

This is Floyd Hennessey making a "morning call". We have another hero in our mitts,
a former veteran of the 9th Division. I have known this guy for a number of years, played
golf with him and signed him into the Assoc. and a member of the Michigan Chapter. We
get together at times to talk over our times in the service. As you can read in this paper
he is a hero. You have his address so drop him a line. His induction will took place at the
VA hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan on Dec. 5,2003. Rossford, Ohio is a small town outside of Toledo.
In Comradeship, Floyd
(see Walter Fix Story on Page 6 )
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CHAPTER
Greater New York Area Chapter
On November 21, 2003 at 1:00 PM, the NY Chapter met at the Franklin Square Public
Library in Franklin Square, Long Island, NY. This was the second meeting at our new location. Since our NYC and New Jersey chapter members were not attending regularly; here, we
could meet in the afternoon rather than evenings in NYC and accommodate more members
from Long Island who did not like the long nighttime travel to Manhattan.
Attending this meeting were Ed Harris, Ed Leddy, Domer Miller, Joe Maiale, Joe Killen,
Marv Levy, Tony Varone and Al Zenka. A new prospective member Harry Hecker also attended.
President Harris opened the meeting with our traditional Pledge of Allegiance to the flag
and a silent remembrance for the 4,581 lost wartime 9th-men, and the buddies who have since
passed on. Minutes and Financial reports were read and approved.
Secretary/Treasurer Al Zenka read correspondence from far flung members and families:
the Family of Bernard Stein informed us of Bernard's demise on December 20, 2002. Also
heard from were Francis Fitzgerald, Al Baccile, William Ring, Mrs. Antoinette Mastrangelo,
Gerald Levinson, Mrs. Vally Tujague, Darlene Murell, Izzy Geiser, Joseph Vanni and Gail
Eisenhauer seeking info on her father, John Eisenhauer, of K-60th, who was listed as
MIA/KIA 27 Sept. 1944. (See further details elsewhere in this issue.)There were notes from
Mrs. Millie J. Pietz stating that her brother, Joseph Kscenaitis is in the VA hospital at Castle
Point, NY. Martin Gross sent a note that he has remarried and is living in Coconut Creek, FL
at a new address.
We received notes from Ben Kovacs, Frank Kowalik, Joseph Donovan, and a thank-you
from St. Gregory's Pantry for the donation made in deceased member John Przybylski's
name.
Some attending members reported on other 9th-men on sick call. Aaron Lubin had spinal
surgery and was presently in therapy. Al Lipton was in therapy to improve his balance. Pete
Radichio died peacefully November 14th. Gerry Levinson and his wife Risha were visited at
their home by Marv and Barbara Levy. Gerry was in good spirits though confined to a wheel
chair. The Chapter sends condolences to the families of the deceased and well wishes to those
who are ill.
Zenka reported our annual Holiday Party was set for December 14 at Durow's in
Glendale, Queens, NY. Kutsher's 2004 National Reunion Chairman Joe Killen reported that
as of November 21, fifty-seven people had sent in reservations; which is better than expected at this time.
After some further discussions, the meeting was adjourned and we partook of coffee and
cookies provided by Joe Maiale. At 4:00 PM we headed home. The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, December 19th, at the same command post.
HOLIDAY PARTY

On Sunday, December 14, 2003, the NY Chapter Holiday Dinner took place at Durow's
in Glendale, Queens, NY. Due to an early morning snow storm only eight people of the
expected 30 or more attended. Those attending were Ed Harris, Geneieve & Al Zenka,
Barbara & Marv Levy, and Viola & Tony Varone and their daughter Michele. The Levys supplied festive miniature Nutcracker Soldiers at each place setting for use on Christmas trees or
for the grandchildren. We enjoyed the company and the dinner, but missed the fun and camaraderie of absent members and guests.
After dinner we held the drawing of the Holiday Raffle. The winners drawn were:
1st prize $250 - - Joseph Kscenaitis,
2nd prize $ I25 - - Benjamin Kovacs
3rd prize $ 75 - - Frank Hodek
4th prize $ 50 - - George Brown
The next ten prizes of $1 0 each went to: William Weaver, Irene Przybylski, John Kocay, Roy
A. Peterson, AI Baccile, Frank Kowalik, Olido Starro, Mike Gatto, 1. J. Geiser and Arthur
Hurray. After the drawing we said our good-byes and left the restaurant about 4:00 PM.
2004 NY AREA CHAPTER OFFICERS
On Friday, December 19th, the chapter met again at the Franklin Square Library at 1:00
PM. We welcomed new member Paul Renda. After the opening ceremonies, the minutes were
read and the financial report was given. AI Zenka read correspondence from Mrs. Falgiano
and Ben Kovacs who included a newspaper clipping of an article about Joe Iannasconi.
Charles Warner let us know that he is still bedeviled with years of the shingles. Aaron
Lubin, Marge Radichio, Martin Gross, and Harry Polce's sister-in-law also sent us notes.
The main order of business was the nominations, election and Installation of the NY
Chapter 2004 officers. They are: President - - - - - - Joe Maiale,
1st VP - - Ed
Leddy
2nd VP - - Tony Varone
SecretarylTreasurer - -AI Zenka
Chaplin - Joe Killen
Judge Advocate - AI Zenka Recording Secretary - -Marv Levy
Sgt-at-Arms Paul
Renda
The Board of Governors are: Ed Harris for the 39th Inf., Joe Rzesniowiecki for the 47th
Inf., Marv Levy for the 60th Inf., Al Lipton for the Divarty, and Adolph Wadalavage for
Special Troops.
Following the installation of officers incoming President Joe Maiale presented an Octofoil
plaque to outgoing President Ed Harris for a job well done.
In the last order of business Octofoil Editor Joe Killen addressed the correlation between
membership dues and the receipt of the Octofoil. He mentioned that the National Officers are
aware of the decline in our monetary base and steps are being taken to correct the preservation of the funds on hand in the Association's General Fund. One of the drastic steps taken to
conserve capital is to cut off delivery of the Octofoil to members who are delinquent with
their dues. After much discussion it was decided that this is the proper course to take starting
after the next issue.
Well, NY Chapter members - - the die is cast. Don't lose your membership and Octofoil
for not paying your dues. Dues are $10 for one year, $25 for 3 years and $75 for Lifetime
Membership. Make your checks payable to NY Area Chapter, 9th Inf. Div. Assn. and send to
AI Zenka, Secretary/Treasurer,
Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM, we had some coffee and pastries, and then headed
home. Our next meeting will be on Friday, March 19, 2004.
On a final note the NY Chapter wishes two of our regular members and their wives good
health and happiness as they settle in their new homes. The Charles liBrettos moved to
Texas, and the AI Lubranos now reside in New Jersey. We'll miss you.
Happy New Year to All!
Marv Levy, Co. A - 60th Inf.
ELECTION OF

Texas &. The Greater Southwest Chapter
November 13-14,2003 - - Summer's Mill, Texas
Of all the meeting sites the Chapter has enjoyed over the years, John & Jean Miller found
one that brought the comfort of well appointed guest rooms, a spacious living area where we
could all gather, and a complete kitchen. The location is only about four miles east of our previ-

REPORTS
ous meeting place and is located on a portion of the old Chisum Trail.
The day of our arrival, November 13, Jean Miller had prepared the delicious hor d' oeuvers.
A catered dinner was served in the facilities dining room, with wine furnished by the Millers. On
November 14, a catered buffet breakfast was served in our lodgings.
At 9:00 AM, Chapter President John Miller opened the business meeting. Willard Norris led
us in prayer and then the Pledge ofAllegiance. Treasurer Ernie Botella reported the current assets
of the Chapter were $942.33. Following a Chapter tradition, the OCTOFOIL rug was placed in
front of the group and currency was tossed in by the attendees (in lieu of dues).
Jack Blann was asked if he would serve as the Chapter's Alternate Representative to the
National Board of Governors. He agreed to fill that position and was then unanimously elected.
Charles Scheffel (Capt. 39th) is in the process of writing his military history and had invited
Barry Basden, a historian, to the meeting to gather another perspective in assisting Charles.
Members asked about the status of Robert Rucker, who was last reported to be in a nursing
home. On further inquiry, it was learned that Bob had passed away last June, according to his
daughter. Capt. Rucker was the CO of Co. K -60th Inf. at Maknassy where he was wounded and
lost a leg. He laid on a hill for twenty-three hours b.efore the litter bearers could reach him.
During the ordeal, the platoon medic covered Bob's body with his own. Bob returned to Texas
A & M as a professor of landscape architecture. He was always a strong supporter of both the
National Association and the Texas Chapter.
Attending th~ meeting \vere M/M Jack Blann, M/M Ernie Botella, M/M Dick Granbery, M/M
John Miller, M/M Willard Norris, M/M Herb Stem, Charles Scheffel, Pete Rice, and Gordon
Schneider. CSM Ken Meyer's daughter, Nancy, was able to drop by and say hello, before leaving for another engagement.
Gordon A. Schneider

Florida Chapter Report
The Port St. Lucie Reunion: Held Thursday, Friday and Saturday, November 6th, 7th and
8th at the Holiday Inn on U.S. 1 as planned by Reunion Chairman Arthur Coulon. Twenty
eight people
attended the Friday morning 90 minute bus tour, a buffet lunch, and a 90
minute boat tour on the Indian River Lagoon. Back at the hotel after dinner, videos of past
National Reunions were shown.
On Saturday morning, November 8th, Business meetings for both the men and the Ladies
Auxiliary were held in separate rooms. The same slate of officers (?) were elected to serve for
another year. Three members volunteered to search for locations to hold the 2004 Florida
Chapter Reunion. Leo Bank will search the Ft. Lauderdale area while Marty Gross will look
in Sarasota and Chuck Van der Poel will explore the Orlando/Kissimmee area.
On Saturday evening, Art Coulon led the group in a convoy to Club Med for a buffet meal
followed by a four act show. Credit goes to Art Coulon and his committee for making the
2003 Port St. Lucie Reunion a successful and enjoyable get-to-gether. Sunday morning was
the time to wish everyone a safe trip back home.
The following are some Good and "Not-so-good" happenings in our Chapter:
On 10 September 2003, Lila Stansell underwent a 6 hour triple by pass heart surgery at
Florida Memorial Hospital in Ormond Beach. Lila required three weeks in Rehab after the
surgery. Since returning home, husband H.F. has provided the TLC needed, assisted by Lila's
sister Iris Chapman. On November 26th, Lila reported that she has no more pain, eats and
sleeps well, and takes walks. Except for some swelling at her ankles at times, she is well on
the road to recovery. You mat contact the Stansells
On 9 September 2003, Dolores Van der Poel had a cancerous sty removed from her eye.
A follow up visit revealed that all of the cancer was removed. On September 18th, Dolores
had surgery on her right ankle. After months of therapy, Dolores is able to get around with the
aid of a cane. Chuck, Dolores and Dolores' sister Shirley King attended the reunion and
Dolores was able to participate in all of the activities.
Cletus Winningham and his wife Lula had to cancel out of our Port St. Lucie Reunion. He
has been taking chiropractic treatments but the back problems persist. He is scheduled to see
a doctor specializing in back problems. The Winninghams have attended many National and
Chapter Reunions. They were greatly missed at the reunion. Our hopes and prayers are for
Cletus to get well soon. The Winninghams reside at 1
Bill MacDonald, ex Co. F-47th man, phoned to say that he just was not feeling well
enough to make the trip to Port St. Lucie this year but hopes to make the 2004 reunion. He
will stay put in his mobile home located at
and hone
up on his computer skills.
FLORIDA CHAPTER ROSTER UPDATE

Please make the following
Burrows, Alfred M.
Cusack, Peter
DeGraff, John H
Dooley, John E.
Galloway, Richard
Goodman, David
Gross, Martin
Moser, Ira
Katz, Maxwell Add "
Painter, Clifford
Ratajczyk, John
(Life Member)***

corrections on your Membership Roster dated October 1,2003.
Add Co. E to 60th Inf.
Correct address number to
Moved to
Correct address to
Eliminate name-Mail returned undelivered
Change wife name to Lynne
Add phone number (
Correct phone number to
Add phone number (
" to his address
Correct phone number to (
His Pennsylvania phone number (
Add to roster:

Sareyane, Spiro
Eliminate name-mail returned, no forwarding address
Sinclair, Colby Add phone number (
Van der Poel, Charles Correct e-Mail addressto<
Tomanek, Arnold
Correct phone number to (
*** Man listed as a Life Member by the Florida Chapter is not listed as such in the
National Files. His dues are paid up to the year 2000.
The Florida Chapter will kindly remit the dues collected on behalf of the National Assn.
THIS IS THE FINAL

OCTOFOIL

FOR SOME MEMBERS

This issue of the Octofoit is the final issue to be delivered to the following nine men who

(Continued on PageS)
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How I Dispensed Purple Hearts

REPRINTED FROM THE BLADE, TOLEDO, OHIO

by George Nicklin, M.D.

Rossford Veteran of World War n
to be Honored For Aets of Heroistn

During my military experience on the active front, from October
20, 1944 to February 19, 1945, I was with K Company, 47th Regiment.
My first week was as a regular rifleman, which I had been trained for but
I was also certified in 60 mm mortar. I remained with the mortars until
December 16, 1944 when I was compelled to become a medic because I
had had one term of premed and our medic loses were highest of any
group.
Accordingly I was assigned to the 2nd platoon of K Company
after finishing a first aid course at Regimental Aid Headquarters. This was
also where I was assigned the first day of the Battle of the Bulge.
Regimental Aid was in the middle of the German paratroop jump. So my
first aid course - about five days - involved treating a lot of German prisoners of war and American GIs, who drank wood alcohol (jet juice).
The day after Christmas I returned to K Company and we continued the holding of our position in the Battle of the Bulge, which was in
the town of Kalterherberg. After the first of the year, I developed a policy
of giving Purple Hearts for what was considered minor wounds. This was
encouraged by Army Headquarters because they gave us tablets, which
were readily transportable of Purple Heart award forms. Accordingly after
each one of our battles, I would approach the slightly injured troops in my
2nd platoon. If they had two bleeding areas from dealing with German
barbed wire, I would give whoever accepted it two Purple Hearts or one
Purple Heart if they were grazed by a bullet, etc. I told them that they
would probably be discharged at the end of the war, which was in view
and that the Purple Hearts would give them an earlier discharge from
Germany. This was pure speculation on my part.
800/0 of the men that I approached accepted the single or double
Purple Heart that I awarded. I don't think that I awarded many triple
Purple Hearts.
Another thing that happened is that medics have a high loss rate.
As we went into the period in February after the main Battle of the bulge
was over, there were no medics in my company except myself.
Accordingly I would make a tour of the entire company after a battle and
see who wanted to be awarded Purple Hearts. As I said 20% of our men
did not want to accept it.
Ten months ago I got a call from a woman in Nebraska about her
father George Benesch, who was in the 3rd platoon of K Company. He
had seen my name in a veterans of the Battle of the Bulge article which I
had written about my being wounded. I had massive injuries, which fortunately I survived. His daughter was calling to ask if I was the fellow
who had offered Purple Hearts to his soldiers when they were on the front
and I said I was. She said her father had rejected the Purple Hearts and he
had regretted it ever since and though he is now in his 80s could I fill out
a form or whatever and make him eligible for one or two Purple Hearts.
I asked her to send me a copy of his discharge papers. He had been dischar.ged wounded at the same time that I was and we were transported
together with two other members of K Company as I recall to the
Regimental Aid station, where we were transferred to other hospital destinations. Not the same because we had different degrees of injuries.
So what happened recently was that I felt that some details would
be necessary for the awarding of the Purple Heart and I sent them off to
Nebraska to George Benesch's family. Since I had a couple of Purple
Hearts from my own wounds, I put in a Purple Heart bar for him, for his
clothing when he is going to Veterans' groups. I have contacted our current president of the Ninth Infantry Association and had him put on the
mailing list so to speak.
If you live long enough, things get straightened out.
Sincerely,
George Nicklin
PS: John Anderson, M.D. and I were both in the 9th. He in the 39th got
a worse view of military ineptitude than I. The 47th Regt. seemed to be
higher in moral than the 39th.
Both of us returned to U. S. after war and became physicians, he
an anesthesiologist. I a psychiatrist.

BY KARIN KOWALSKI
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Walter Fix, a World War II veteran from
Rossford, saved two fellow soldiers during
the war before saving himself from a prisoner
of war camp in Luckenwalde, Germany.
Mr. Fix, 86, will be honored in December
along with nine veterans from Michigan on
the Wall of Heroes at the Veterans'
Administration Hospital in Ann Arbor. The
wall recognizes contributions to helping the
Allies achieve victory in World War II.
Mr. Fix said it feels good to be recognized,
but he's happier that his children and grandchildren will be able to see the wall. The hospital serves veterans in southeast Michigan south to Toledo. The wall,
begun in 1998, will have 100 pictures and stories on display after this
year's Dec. 5 recognition ceremony.
Mr. Fix joined the Army in 1942 and eventually became a technical
sergeant in the 9th Division. He was sent to North Africa, where
fighting was fierce. He remembers taking a hill, then facing a counterattack in the form of German shells that killed two thirds of his
battalion. From there he went to Sicily, then to England.
His unit landed in Normandy two days after D-Day. Its mission was
to cut off 50,000 Germans in Cherbourg peninsula. The terrain in
France was rough, he said.
Once in Normandy, one of the soldiers had advanced ahead of the
group when they were pinned down in a dry creek bed. Mr. Fix called
to him, "Who's that out there?" , but got no answer. Then Mr. Fix ran
about 100 yards, picked the man up and carried him back to safety. It
turned out to be Arthur Euler, of Haskins, Ohio. He had been hit, had
lost part of his right arm, and was bleeding.
"I didn't think he would make it," Mr. Fix said. "But he did/"
Mr. Fix had his own brush with death when his unit had advanced
closer to Belgium. He and another soldier were crossing afield when
a sniper's bullet whizzed past his nose and hit the other soldier in the
shoulder.
"I thin that bullet was meant for me," he said. He carried this soldier to safety and received the Bronze Star for his conduct.
In September, 1944, Mr. Fix made it to Belgium and his battalion
crossed the Muese River. They were pinned down in a field, faced
with German tanks, artillery, and machine-gun fire. They never had a
chance, Mr. Fix said. German soldiers walked up, kicked them in the
ribs and said, "Let's go." When he was captured, he was the only one
of his company left of those he had known in Africa.e
Mr. Fix was taken to Luckenwalde POW Camp, south of Berlin.
Breakfast in the camp was a cup of coffee. Lunch was soup, a piece
of bread, and every other day, a potato. Dinner was another cup of
coffee. Mr. Fix said it was very sad to watch the other prisoners
around him losing weight every day. All they could do to keep their
strength up was to walk around.
Nine months later in May, 1945, the Russians were approaching
and the Germans abandoned the camp. Mr. Fix stayed there about a
week, then he and another soldier left. They walked about 50 miles
to reach the Elbe River, not knowing if the war was over.
They found a bridge, but both ends of it were guarded by Russian
soldiers. They could see American troops on the other side. When
they approached the bridge, the Russian soldiers saluted and let them
pass.
Mr. Fix received nine medals for his service.
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MAIL CALL
Co. D - 47th Inf.
Ronald E. Frank

Co. B - 47th Inf.
Mrs. Antoinette Mastrangelo

Wisniewski, Billie Martin, and
Percy Howe. May they all rest in
peace.

*******
Just wanted to inform you of
our new address. Because of 911
it has been changed. We're doing
fine considering the golden years.
We haven't received the Octofoil
this last time, maybe because of
our new address. Hoping all is
well with you. Saying hello to all
the 9th members.

*******
Co. F - 60th Inf.
Gerald M. Lindner

Just a note to correct my last
name on the mailing list; it is
LINDNER, with an N before and
after the D. Mistaken many times
before. JK, I recall only paying
50 bucks for life membership and
now $75. Am I in arrears? Please
let me know.
It is holiday time coming up
once again and letter writing to
"old buddies" in the 9th who I
wish all a Merry Christmas season.
We haven't made a reunion in
many a moon as wife not physically able to travel any distance
other than locally. I enjoy reading
the Octofoil and even have a few
"old timers" put away for historical purpose. Children always
want information which we seldom story-tell.
Wishing
Stay healthy.
you well !
PS: Will write Jennie Urban a
yearly note. Matt was C.O. and
boxing coach in England.

*******
9th Siftnal Co.
John H. DeGraff

1st Bn. Hq. Co. - 39th Inf.
Enclosed, please find check
for the Octofoil that I truly enjoy
reading and keeping up with new
happenings although some very
sad with Peter's buddies gone.
May they all rest in peace
I won't make the 59th Annual
Reunion, but I'm delighted to be
going to the new Memorial in
Washington, D.C. on May 29,
2004. Ironically, that date is our
wedding anniversary. Also the
day that Peter expired, and now
the dedication. I know I have to
be there for my beloved.
PS: I received a beautiful WW II
Honoree and a picture of my
Peter and all the campaigns he
fought in. I'm so very proud of
him.
Sincerely.

*******

Paul R. Renda
I just was on the phone with
Emil DeDonato and I think we
got my dues problem straightened out. He told me he sent my
check to you for years 2001, 2002
& 2003 which is fine.
Enclosed is my check for years
2004, 2005 and 2006. Sorry for
the mix-up. Please issue me a
card for the next three years and
put my name on the mailing list.
As I said, sorry for the fowl up
and I hope you and yours are
healthy and happy.

Thank you for the quick
response to our conversation in
sending me a copy of the
"OctofoiP'. Although I don't recognize any of the names, I feel
that I belong.
Enclosed is my application for
a 3 year membership. I don't dare
look too far ahead.
Please keep me abreast of your
activities, particularly future
issues of the "OctofoiP'. Looking
*******
back, I realize that those years of
service have made me proud of
being a part of it. Thanks again.
P.S. Happy & healthy hol60th Inf. Reftt.
idays to you & yours.
*******
Robert Prusek

Co. H - 60th Inf.
Mrs. Rose E. Richey

Division Headquarters
Glenn A. Shaw

I am enclosing a check as my
thanks for the Octofoil. Also in
memory of my husband,
Tom L. Richey
Co. H . . 60th Inf.
Was in Tent City at Bragg.
Landed overseas Nov. 8, 1942.
Our daughter was born that day.
He was wounded at St. Lo.
Returned to his unit after 3
months. Came back to us in July
1945. Was in supply. We were
married 50+ years. He died Nov.
3, 1992. Thanks.

Got my latest "Octofoil"
today, and unless my memory
fails me, the address used to show
me as "Life Member". I can't
recall how many years ago I took
the "life" program, but I haven't
sent any "periodic" sums for
renewal. Am I correct? (Yes, by
1997)
Number 2: I see In the
"Worcester 2003 Lest we forget"
left hand column, front page, that
the names of 4581 dead are listed
*******
on microfilm set in the wall. My
*******
question is: Is this list available to
Co. A - 39th Inf.
get on my computer? It is my
understanding that "someday"
Mrs. Loretta DeBell
Co. C - 9th Medical Bn.
the entire list of names that will
Aldor Cook
be on memorial wall In
Washington DC. will be available
Thank you for keeping me on computer, but they are not yet
This donation is in memory of informed of all that goes on in the (to my knowledge) Be glad to
Pete Radichio who passed away 9th. by sending me the Octofoil hear from you at your convenrecently. Our warmest regards to for 9 years since the passing of ience. Apparently your e-Mail
you, Joe. Hope to see you at the my beloved husband, Leonard M. address has changed. Please forDeBell.
give the writing. I just had a 5 day
next reunion.
Please accept this check in his hospital stay and getting older
Aldor & Vicky Cook
memory and the memory of his every day. Now 89.
*******
GAS
Michigan
buddies,
Ed

I am writing in behalf of my
father Edward Prusek. My dad
was a member of the Ninth
Infantry Division. He passed
away on September 22, 2003 at
the age of 80. While alive, my
dad instructed me to contact you
upon his death. Please contact me
if you need any info about my
dad.
Thank you kindly.
Robert

*******
Co. A - 39th Inf. Reftt.
Stanley Kazdoy
pt. 1104
Dallas, TX 75251
Enclosed IS my check for
$10.00 to cover my dues for
2004. I would like to hear from
any members who were in Co. A
- 39th Infantry during the period
January 1941 to November 1942
(North
African
Invasion).
Sincerely.
PS: Advised you of my new
address. Hope you got it.
Stan
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Loss of a Buddy
The combat soldiers of World War II
lost another buddy in the death of Bill
Mauldin. His cartoons brought many smiles
to the front line fighters by depicting the trials and tribulations of the front line G. I.
His characters, Willie and Joe, a pair of
unshaven, mud encrusted dogfaces who
slogged their way through the European
battlefields brought a laugh and a smile
\vhen his cartoons appeared in the Stars and
Stripes. Mauldin was unlike Ernie Pyle,
who was a war correspondent for ScrippsHoward. and \\Tote of the war and visited
front line units for his stories.
Mauldin served as a rifleman in the
180th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry
Division and started drawing cartoons for
the 45th "Thunderbird" Division newspaper. Co-incidentally, I served in the 180th
Infantry in Korea. Pyle wrote of Bill
Mauldin in his book, "Brave Men" that "he
seemed to us over there to be the finest cartoonist the war had produced. And that's
not merely because his cartoons are funny
but because they are also terribly grim and
real."
Mauldin's nonconformist approach
brought him a face-to-face upbraiding from
General George S. Patton. Mauldin continued to draw ~vhat he wanted and his cartoons still appeared in the Stars and Stripes.
Later. as a civilian. he became an editorial
cartoonist and won two Pulitzer Prizes.
In every outfit that I ever served there
was a "Willie" and a "Joe" and some had
several.
Company A, 47th Infantry had one during
WW II. He had a disdain for shaving and is
pictured on page 336 of "Eight Stars to
Victory". Note that he is still unshaven. We
nickn~med him Mauldin as we couldn't
decide if he was Willie or Joe.
Ernie Pyle wrote of the First Infantry
Division and the First Armored Division,
where he spent most of his time during the
Tunisian campaign. He does credit the
Ninth Infantry Division with sweeping the
Germans out of the rough coastal country in
the north. Pyle visited the Ninth during the
Cherbourg Peninsula fighting and wrote on
men in "Brave Men" who are still members
of our Association and on others who didn't
make it to the end of the war. Ernie Pyle
was killed on the island of II Sfiima by a
sniper. Our own General Edwin H. Randle,
who commanded the 47th Infantry
Regiment in North Africa, dedicated a
monument on that island with a plaque
which reads, "At this spot, the 77th Infantry
Division lost a buddy, Ernie Pyle, 18 April
1945." General Randle was the Assistant
Division Commander of the 77th at that
time.
Submitted by George H. Brown,
Co. A -47th

Co. I - 39th In(,
Ennio L. Mariotti

Finally after 50 years I found out that
the 9th lnf. Div. Association was still
active. You will notice by the letterhead
that I was a charter memher, and by my
last mem bership card I was paid up for 3
years, but no dates are listed. I still have
the last Octofoi! which is dated 1-54. after
that I have not received any kind of cornmunication. I even attended two conventions, one in Philadelphia in 1948 and one
in New York City in 1951.
I belong to two national organizations.
one "Veterans of the HattIe of the Bulge"
and the other is an Italian service org.
called "Unico". At "Unico" we have a
member named Dan Douvanis whom I had
never met. This past September I called
him on the phone to let him know that one
of our Unico members had passed a\vay.
During our phone conversation I mentioned that I was a member of the "Battle
of the Bulge" org. He mentioned that he
was in that battle too. I asked, "\\/hat division?" He replied, "The 9th Inf., 39th
Regt., B Company." I told him that I was
with the same division and regiment. I
Company. He then informed me that the
Association was still active. We met a
week later and he brought me the Octofoil
newspaper. That's how I made a photocopy of the membership application.
I joined Company I, 39th Regiment on
October 12, 1944 at the town of Germeter
in the Huertgen Forest. I was with them
until February 1946, when I was transferred to the 71 st Division for shipment
home. I was discharged in April 1946 and
resumed my employment with Bethlehem
Steel Corp. I retired December 31, 1982.
My wife and I plan to attend the opening
ceremonies of the WW II Memorial in
Washington, DC on May 29th and 30th,
2004. Thank God, I am still in good health

*******
9th Recon
10hn Bonkowski

Just a little note to let you know that
besides Pete Radichio we've lost another
good Ninth Division man, Arthur Doering
from the Michigan chapter.
This past week we've attended the
Chapter's Annual Christmas Party in
Frankenmuth, MI. There was a fine
turnout and Art's widow, Mary was with
us. Everyone was invited to their place for
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the Chapter Picnic in August. As you know
\ve had the pleasure of their kind hospitality at this annual event for the last few
Years. Although Art is no longer with us,
\,1ary let us know that it would have been
his wish to have us back again. Her kind
invitation was accepted and we're looking
forward to another fine gathering next
Summer in Alto. MI.
Kindly find our humble donation in
Iv1emory of our two fine Comrades, Pete
and Art. May they rest in peace.
Sincerely, 10hn B.
?S I was surprised to hear that some did
not get their Octofoil until a couple of days
before our Dec. 10 Christmas Party.
JB

*******

Hq. Co. - 39th In(,
William Ewald

I am probably one of the "dead beats"
you are looking for. I hope that the
enclosed check will get me out of the dog
house. (Ed. note: Sure did, he converted to
Life membership.)
Reference the picture "Nordhausen K.
L. April 1945", I was there. I called John
Doble and gave him all that I could
remember about Nordhausen.
Happy holiday to you and may you
have good health and happiness throughout the new year.
Best Always
Bill

CHAPTER REPORTS
(Continued/rom Page 5)
are iisted as being members of the Florida Chapter of the Ninth Infantry Division
Association.
Each individual has not paid any dues to the National Association for at least the last five
vears.
~;\ Florida Chapter dues card is not valid proof of payment to the National Association. The
recent issues of the paper have carried warnings of drastic action to be taken. These \varnings
were ignored, now the action begins. Throughout our country similar delinquents will meet
the same fate. The nine (and the last year that they paid) are:

Leo Bank (1998)
David Goodman (1999)
Placid Tamporella (1992)
Colby Sinclair (1998)
Lester Litvin (1992)

Walter Clark (1998)
Charles Maravell (1999)
Raymond A. Miller (1998)
Alfred Burrows (1999)

Please send Florida Chapter news and/or Membership Roster changes to:
Emil J. De Donato
t.

Illinois Chapter Report
We have just returned from our Mini Reunion with the Michigan Chapter in Angola.
Our troops are getting fewer and fewer. We had 24 present, including members, wives,
widows and family members. A good time was had by all except for the rainy weather
on our first day. The hotel is now attached to a Bennigan Restaurant which left something to be desired. The banquet was delicious and we were joined by Larry Holmes and
his family of four. Larry was instrumental in making the arrangements to visit the WW
II Victory Museum again this year, and we must say that it was quite an improvement
over what we saw last year.
Plans are pending as to whether we will be returning to Angola next year. They want
us to guarantee a certain number and as it stands now, we can't make that commitment.
Also we will not have free use of our Hospitality Room. Illinois Chapter was represented bv the Clousers. the Colliers, and the Belmontes. The Hellers were unable to
attend thjs year due to other commitments. As you may know, our Secretary Gordon
Anderson has relocated to Alabama to be with his son. His current address is
We will miss him and wish him well in his new home.
Before he left we had a luncheon with him, the Hellers, the Eimers, the Paulis, and the
Belmontes.
Nothing much more to report from JIIinois. Lorraine Clark called and said she was
going to try and attend Angola but never showed up. She said Paul is holding his own.
We're a little mixed up on the date of the next issue of The Octofoil but want to wish
everyone a Happy New Year. We hope 2004 will bring much health and happiness to all
our members and their families. We are planning to attend the 2004 National Reunion if
all goes well. Till then - stay healthy.
Sincerely
Mike Belmonte

"ARE YOUR DUES PAID?"

